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Historical Tidbits

School Section

The Public Land Survey 
System (PLSS) was 

officially created by the 
Land Ordinance Act on 

May 20, 1785. 
Sec. 1-1 & 1-20(n) (2009) 

Versions of the “Manual 
of Surveying Instructions” 
1855, 1871, 1881, 1890, 
1894, 1902, 1930, 1947, 

1973 and 2009. 
Sec. 1-11 (2009)
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1 - Order of Subdivisional Lines
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Township Nomenclature

Survey of quadrangles, 
each containing 16 

townships bounded by 
Standard Parallels and 

Guide Meridians.
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R.1W.R.2W.R.3W.R.4W. R.1E. R.2E. R.3E. R.4E. Rectangular Limits

• The 50 link rule for 
distance 

• The 21 minute rule for 
bearing 

• The 5% rule for area

24 miles
24

 m
ile

s
24

 m
ile

s

24 miles

24 miles

24 miles
24

 m
ile

s
24

 m
ile

s

Initial Point

Standard Corner

Closing Corner



Apps - Books - eBooks www.cc4w.net
Copyright (c) 2015


